
 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church  
Faith Formation 

 



As our parish family continues to 
grow so does our education 

department here at St. Mary of 
Nazareth.  This is an exciting 

time to be involved in our parish 
and in our Catholic Church.  

Thank you for your volunteer 
efforts and the continuous 

support of our programs and of 
me personally.   

May peace rule in your heart and 
in your family this year and may 
you continue to witness Godôs 
love and blessings now and 

every year. 
 

Anne Phillips 
Director of Religious Education 

 
 



Information For Parents  
 

ñParents have the first responsibility for the 
education of their children in the faith, prayer, 
and all virtues.  They have the duty to provide 
as far as possible for the physical and spiritual 
needs of their children.ò  CCC 2252 

 

Formation of children is done primarily at home; even 
the best catechesis program can only supplement 
what you are doing as parents at home.  Remember 
ñyour actions speak louder than wordsò.  It is 
imperative that children see consistent virtuous living, 
and faith practices modeled upon which they can 
participate.  Regular Sunday worship, catechesis, and 
family prayer will help your children grow in a 
relationship with our loving Triune God.   

 
Youth RE/Faith Formation Classes begin promptly at 
5:30 on Mondays and at 5:30 & 7:00 pm on 
Wednesday nights in the classrooms of church and 
the Parish Hall 

  

Students should not arrive until 5 minutes 
before class but should be in their assigned seat 
for the start of class. 
Traffic is one way , entering from the 
West drive, going around the parking 
lot to let children off close to the entry 
way of their building, then out the 
East driveway.  
Please watch for all children. 
If you will be late, or your child(ren) will not be 
attending class, please call to notify the office 



before 4 PM.  We will notify your teacher. 
You are welcome to stay during class-time in 
the gathering spaces and to arrive early.  
If you are interested in doing a ñMomsò 
group, Bible study or a Menôs club during 
your childôs class-time, please make 
arrangements with the director ahead of time. 
Class dismisses at 6:30 & 8:00PM.  
Parents or carpool drivers must enter the 
buildings to pick up children. 7th through 12th 
graders do not have to have an escort but it 
is recommended. 
Older siblings can move between the church 
and the Parish Hall for one-stop pick up.   
Please notify the teacher or RE office if you 
give your child permission to leave his/her 
primary building to meet up with a younger 
sibling. 

 
 
 
 

Cancellations due to Weather  
Faith Formation follows the 

school cancellations. 
Reports of cancellation will be on local radio and 
news stations as well as the parish website. 
If schools lets out early, close, or cancel evening 
activities, we too are cancelled! 
Please use your best judgment on driving in 
inclement weather. 
 

CANCEL 



 

Attendance  
Students in a sacrament year must attend at least 
75% (no more than 6 classes missed) of classes to 
qualify for participation in sacramental preparation. 
1st grade and 7th grade are pre-requisites for 
eligibility to participate in sacramental preparation 
during the following year. 
Parents are welcome to visit their 
childôs class any time.  Please 
contact your childôs catechist 
before class time. 
Students are not encouraged to bring friends or 
guests.  If they do, you must contact your childôs 
catechist before the class.  (This policy does NOT 
apply to any youth group activities unless pre-
registration for the event is required.)  Contact our 
Youth Minister, John Hanna, for more information. 

 
General Guidelines for RE/Faith Formation  

No gum, candy, food or drinks of any kind are 
permitted.  Also, no toys, MP3s, cell phones, 
palms, weapons (toy or real), comic books, or 
sporting equipment are allowed to be brought to 
class.   
Students should follow all regular school dress 
codes and should dress in clean, appropriate attire 
(church clothes). 
All students are to act with courtesy and respect at 
all times toward the priest, catechists, staff, and 
other children.   
Children are to be quiet in the halls as soon as 



class begins.  No running allowed. 
Students should use the bathroom before class and 
after class, not during instruction time. 
Students should come ready to learn & be prepared 
for class with their book and other classroom 
materials. 
Books do not belong to the students.  They, however, 
should treat them with the respect of ownership.  
Books will be re-used by next yearôs 
students in an attempt to be good 
stewards of our parish resources. 
It is imperative that parents read all 
information that goes home with the 
students.  We will try to keep our website up-to-date 
for your convenience but until we go paperless 
(anticipated for January 2010) all communications 
will be on hard-copy and sent home with students. 

 
 
Breach of Discipline   
Consistent discipline is the training that develops self-
control, character, orderly conduct, and the acceptance 
and respect of appropriate authority.  A breach of 
discipline is any conduct of students which interferes 
with the educational program, learning, or welfare of 
other students and will not be tolerated.   

 
 
Examples of breach of discipline  

Verbal outbursts disrupting class or 
resulting  

in a loss of self control. 



Open defiance involving refusal to conform  
      to the rules, regulations, or directions. 

Profane and obscene language, material, or 
gestures. 
Personal misbehavior such as threats, 
harassments, intimidation, or extortion. 
Display of racial bigotry or intolerance. 
Willful destruction of parish or othersô property. 
Setting fires or pulling false alarms. 
Physical attack on others or threat of physical 
violence. 
The use, possession, purchase, or sale of alcohol, 
tobacco, drug, or paraphernalia promoting such. 
Possession of weapons such as guns, knives, 
fireworks, or other dangerous objects or look-
alikes. 

 
 

Discipline Correction Procedure  
Magic 1,2,3 by Dr. Thomas Phelan is a time-
tested and effective behavior management tool 
and it will be used in the classroom: It is basically 
a 3 strikes and youôre out format. 
A time out will usually be given for first-
time offenders.  Consequences 
escalate from there with the final 
action of correction to be a parent 
conference with all involved persons, 
possibly including the teacher, DRE & 
Pastor. 
Individualized and appropriate actions 
will be taken in an attempt to resolve 
the situation. 

3 STRIKES AND  

YO
Uô
RE
 O
UT
!

 



Actions such as fighting, danger to others, 
insubordination, or insolence will result in removal 
from the scene and an immediate parent phone 
call to come and get the child.   

 
 
 

Making Faith Connections with  
Your Children 

 
It is always a good idea to go over the 
papers and projects your child brings 
home.  This could be done before 
weekly weekend mass or Thursday morning during 
breakfast.  Reinforcement of ideas and lessons 
introduced on Monday & Wednesday classes can be 
accomplished by reviewing your childôs work, asking 
questions and going to mass together.  Feel free to talk 
to teachers and the director for information with any 
questions or specific ways to explore and share Christian 
topics and living at home. 
 
A Parent Guide to Prayer is sent home to every family at 
the beginning of the year.  Please read this over AND 
learn and practice the prayers found in the back part of 
the book.  The ñLordôs Prayer,ò the ñHail Mary,ò the ñGlory 
Be,ò the ñApostlesô Creed,ò the ñStations of the Crossò 
and the ñRosaryò are the BASIC prayers each child 
should know.  Teachers in the RE/Faith Formation 
program do review these with the students, however, 



repetition and practice everyday is necessary in order to 
thoroughly learn and memorize these basics, and can 
only be accomplished at home.  Along with weekly mass 
attendance, class attendance and family time, this 
practice is a primary duty of all catholic Christian parents. 
 
Participation at Weekly Mass  
Please help us to instill the importance of mass 
participation by bringing your child or family to mass 
every weekend.  Celebrating mass and participating in 
the music is a key to learning the faith, incorporating 
discipleship into daily actions and becoming closer to 
God through prayer and sacraments.  RE/Faith 
Formation goes hand-in-hand with liturgical celebrations.  
Children are also expected to participate in Holy Days of 
Obligation, Stations of the Cross, Reconciliation and 
other important church functions. 
 
Sacramental Preparation  
 
Older Children Who Have Not Received 1st 
Sacraments of Reconciliation and/or Eucharist or are 
not ñin syncò With the Diocesan Age of Confirmation 
Please contact the RE office to make arrangements for 
individualized tutoring, home-study and any other 
preparation. 
 
Please be aware that your child must have at least 1 full 
year of  RE classes/formation (either at St Mary of 
Nazareth or another Catholic Church) before he/she is 
eligible to prepare for a sacrament.    
 



Parents are required to attend meetings in conjunction 
with sacramental preparation.  Information and 
schedules  for instruction will be dispersed at this 
time.  Please make note of these dates at the 
beginning of the school year by checking the 
calendar, bulletin and reading notes sent via mail, 
email, web or hard-copy pages sent home from RE/
Faith Formation classes. 
 
Confirmation:  
As preparation for the reception of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, students will take part in a series of 
classes/workshops and meeting times with their 
Sponsor alongside the regular weekly classes.  Each 
candidate will participate in a one day retreat 
experience at the St. Thomas More center and 
complete a portfolio including service 
hours.   
 
1st Reconciliation & 1st Eucharist:  
Parents are to come to meetings to 
learn about the preparation and 
schedule of events for these sacraments.  Current 
theology and advice for talking with and teaching 
children will be covered.  Please make note of these 
dates as soon as calendars are available and plan to 
be in attendance. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

The High School Youth Group  will be exploring 

several different  ways to enhance   

   moral and theological learning 

   such as books, movies,  

   discussion, prayer, events/ 

   activities and service.  Areas of  

focus will range from popular culture to scripture.  
Be sure to ask your teen the topic of discussion at 
that nightôs gathering and what he/she thought or 
what was learned.  You might be surprised at what 
they have to say and you may get closer to your 
teen and even learn something too in the process. 
This group is called ñLiving Stonesò and meets at 
many different times and days throughout the 
month.  Please check out the current youth 
calendar or call John Hanna for more information. 

   
 

CLASS TIME 
 

Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word/Sunday School is 
offered for children who are currently attending any 
daytime preschool program and are 3,4, and 5 
years of age. 
 
Classes are held during the Sunday Mass at 9:00 
a.m., and run from mid-September to mid-April. 
 
The children will be taught by catechists who have 


